Coyote Leader Information Packet & Forms
Dear Parents and/or Guardians (and future Coyote Leaders):
Your child has the unique opportunity to volunteer at Coyote Outdoor School this Spring! At
Coyote Outdoor School, fifth and sixth grade spend a week of school at an overnight camp-like
setting. These younger students spend their days searching for wildlife signs, journaling plants,
and exploring in the forest. They will also bond with their cabin mates, share gratitude at dinner,
and sing under the starry night sky. And your high schooler can help make this program a reality
by volunteering as a Coyote Leader. Coyote Leaders are trained high school volunteers who
mentor younger students at Outdoor School.
Coyote Leaders serve in a number of roles during their time at Coyote Outdoor School, which
primarily include supervising cabin groups during the day and at night and assisting Coyote
Outdoor School staff in leading activities during field studies and campfire. All Coyote Leaders
are asked to exhibit maturity, responsibility, leadership abilities, and motivation to be role
models for younger students. The Coyote Leader Program provides high school students skill
building in leadership, teamwork, communication, and problem solving.
Coyote Leaders will receive community service volunteer hours, coaching and mentoring from
experienced professionals, and possibly school or college credit (depending upon school of
attendance). Each student must obtain permission to miss school, with permission to
make up school work, from teachers, school counselors or principals, and parents.
The opportunity to be a Coyote Leader is a transformative experience for high school students,
many find new self-assurance, motivating them to pursue college degrees and/or jobs in
science, education, or natural resources management. They gain hands-on leadership
experience that they can include on resumes and applications. Being a Coyote Leader at
Outdoor School also enhances maturity, builds confidence, and improves social interactions and
classroom learning when they return to school.
Learn more about being a Coyote Leader at bit.ly/coyoteleaders.
Sincerely,
Sarah "Redbud" Kelly
Director, Coyote Outdoor School
541-THE-HOWL (843-4695)
Sarah@WholeEarth.org

Important Program Information for Parents & Students
Required forms: We require each student to have a signed School Permission Form,
Medication Authorization, and Liability Waiver (the last five pages of this packet) to
participate. Please return forms by email: OutdoorSchool@WholeEarth.org, upload them
online: bit.ly/CLupload or return them in person at the March 28-29 training.
Pre-trip Communication: We will send pertinent information to the email address and phone
number provided on the Coyote Leader registration form (bit.ly/coyoteleaderform). We use
Remind, a texting service for schools, and Mailchimp, an email service, to directly communicate
with Coyote Leaders leading up to Outdoor School.
Required training: Coyote Outdoor School staff and volunteers (including Coyote Leaders) are
required to attend an overnight training on March 28-29 at SKY Camp. Please notify us if you
have a valid reason you cannot attend part or all of this training. Transportation will be provided
from Eugene to SKY Camp the morning of March 28 and from SKY Camp to Eugene the
afternoon of March 29, 2020.
Outdoor School site: Spring 2020 Coyote Outdoor School programs will be held at SKY Camp
in Fall Creek, OR.
Transportation: We will bus students to SKY Camp on the first day of their assigned program
and bus them back to Eugene on their last day. We will send departure times closer to the
program dates. We may allow some students to drive to and from SKY Camp for Outdoor
School, but we will keep their keys in a locked safe while they are on-site. If students are not
local to the Eugene area, we will work to coordinate other transportation accommodations.
Medications: Please follow the instructions on the medication form. High school students’
medications will be kept in a centralized secure area, and they will self-administer medications
under the supervision of Outdoor School personnel. Please check the "allow my student to selfadminister medication" box on the third page of the medication form if your child is under the
age of 15. Illicit drugs, tobacco, and alcohol are forbidden and students caught with these
substances will be sent home.
Conduct: Just as at school, students at Outdoor School will be expected to act appropriately in
order to create a safe, positive climate. We will enforce disciplinary actions for inappropriate or
unacceptable conduct. Please review the code of conduct and follow these rules at Outdoor
School.
Cell Phones: We do not allow the use of personal cell phones at Outdoor School. If a cell
phone is brought to Outdoor School, we will store it in a secure location. If a high school student
needs to be contacted or needs to contact someone, we have a phone they can use. If parents
need to reach us, call our Eugene office at 541-937-5437, and we can relay a message to your
child. Or Call our Outdoor School number at 541-843-4695.

Descriptions of Key Activities
Field studies are lessons in awareness, nature connection, and natural sciences that make up the
focused learning portion of our Outdoor School program activities, covering topics like plants,
animals, water, and soil. Field Study is lead by Field Instructors with support from Coyote Leaders
and classroom teachers. School teachers help engage students in curriculum, accompany students
to the restroom, and work with Field Instructors to address any behavioral challenges.
Interest groups offer students a chance to choose from a variety of activities facilitated by
classroom teachers and Outdoor School staff, including interactive learning games, nature
exploration, team building, meditative nature experiences, wildcraft, and more. Interest groups are
led by Program Guides, and teachers can also choose to lead an interest group at Outdoor School.
Since students choose interest groups, they include a mix of students from different classes and/or
schools.
Class meeting time gives students and teachers one hour together without Outdoor School staff.
During class meetings, our staff have meetings and prepare for activities. Teachers direct class
meeting and choose how to best use this time. Some teachers check-in with their students, connect
Field Study curriculum to classroom curriculum, or play games. Teachers can also pass out letters
from home during this time and give students time to write back to their parents.
Contributions are assignments completed by each cabin group to encourage everyone to contribute
to the Outdoor School community. Contributions include setting dining tables, prepping campfire
(with supervision), preparing skits, practicing songs, cleaning bathrooms, and sharing gratitude.
Coyote Leaders lead contributions with help from Program Guides.
Gratitude ceremony is led by cabin groups who share why they are thankful with the whole Outdoor
School community. To prepare for the ceremony beforehand, students discuss what they are grateful
for at Outdoor School and plan their unique ceremony; they can create art, a song, or skit to display
gratitude. Alternatively, each student in the cabin can share one reason they are thankful. Coyote
Leaders facilitate gratitude ceremony with help from Program Guides.
Cabin time gives students an opportunity to spend time in their cabin groups engaging in social
activities and/or self care. During cabin time, they can socialize with peers, practice songs and skits
for campfire, decompress and reflect on their day, and attend to their hygiene needs. Coyote Leaders
supervise cabin time with help from Program Guides.
Campfire is the pinnacle community building experience at Outdoor School. During this time,
students, teachers, and ODS staff sing, tell stories, perform, and socialize around the campfire. In
their cabin groups, each student will participate in one song or skit at one of the campfires. Program
Guides lead campfire with help from everyone in the Coyote Outdoor School community.

Packing List & Prohibited Items
This is a suggested list of items needed for Coyote Outdoor School. We recommend that you
do not purchase anything new. Instead, borrow from friends and bring older, worn clothing and
equipment that you already have. We have a limited supply of extra outdoor clothing; please
contact us at OutdoorSchool@WholeEarth.org if you need to rent gear for Outdoor School.
We ask all students to dress conservatively and appropriately at all times. Dress in layers
and wear appropriate shoes and socks to stay warm and dry on cold, rainy days. The weather
outside may change so be prepared for all weather scenarios. We highly recommend bringing
waterproof shoes or boots and bringing several changes of socks in case one pair gets wet. A
waterproof jacket is a must to stay dry and warm, and a hat is invaluable for staying warm.
Please label your personal items. We are not responsible for lost or stolen items.
Packing List for Overnight Programs
Clothing:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

Waterproof shoes or boots
Rain jacket (preferably with hood)
Shirts
Jeans or long pants
Undergarments
Socks (more than you think you need;
thick, wool/synthetic fiber)
Extra layers
○ Light jacket, sweatshirt or sweater
○ Leggings or thermal underwear
Pajamas
Warm hat
Gloves or mittens
2-3 plastic bags for wet or dirty clothes

Number of items depends on whether you're
volunteering for three or five days.

Personal Gear:
● Watch w/ alarm (no cell phones allowed)
● Water bottle
● Pen or pencil
● Sleeping bag OR Sheets and blanket(s)
● Flashlight or headlamp
● Pillow and pillow case
● Bath towel and washcloth
● Shower bag: Soap, shampoo, conditioner,
deodorant (non-aerosol), sandals
● Toothbrush and toothpaste
● Hair brush or comb
● Optional:
○ Musical instrument
○ Tissues or handkerchief
○ Classwork/homework
○ Glasses and sunglasses
○ Chapstick, Sunscreen, Bug spray
○ Camera (you can't use your cell phone)
○ Feminine hygiene products

PROHIBITED ITEMS: Valuables, money, expensive jewelry, knives, weapons, curling irons,
hair straighteners, cologne, aerosols, food/gum in cabins, illicit drugs (or meds not included on
health history form), alcohol, tobacco products, vape pens, or e-cigarettes
DISCOURAGED ITEMS:
Laptops - Don't bring unless absolutely necessary for schoolwork.
Cell phones - We prefer you don't bring cell phones. If you do bring them, we will keep them in
a secure area. You will need to bring a camera to take pictures and a watch to track time.
Makeup and beauty products - We prefer you do not bring or use makeup or beauty products
at Outdoor School. However, we do allow light use of makeup and beauty products that are
necessary for hygiene, hair care, skin care, and cover up.

Coyote Leader Code of Conduct Agreement
Coyote Leaders must hold their conduct to a higher standard while at Outdoor School. You are
a role model for all students. You are agreeing to observe the following rules:
• Use appropriate language – You are a role model to younger students so remember
eyes and the ears are always on you.
• Show respect for all – You play an important support role in your group that helps both
the staff and younger students. It is important to work together!
• Do not engage in physical contact – Don’t put yourself in a situation where you could
be accused of something inappropriate by a younger student or peer. Public and private
display of affection between any parties is prohibited at Outdoor School. High fives,
secret handshakes, and fist bumps are encouraged, and appropriate physical contact
(like a side hug) should always be consensual between both parties.
• Practice the rule of three – You should never be alone with one student.
• Do not judge others or tease others – We have a zero tolerance for bullying.
• Practice gratitude and don’t air concerns or complaints in a public way. If you have
concerns, please bring them to the Director or Assistant Director.
• Participate – It is your job to get students excited to be at Outdoor School. One easy
way to do this is by being engaged and involved in activities yourself.
• Demonstrate a positive attitude – You will get a lot further with a smile than with a
frown. Try to stay positive when dealing with all scenarios. Practice active listening and
empathy if conflicts arise.
• Do not use cell phones at Outdoor School
• Do not bring any prohibited items to Outdoor School (see packing list)
• Remain on site at all times while programs are happening
• Follow the dress code
• Have fun and make new friends!
Outdoor School Dress Code:
• Clothing should be comfortable and appropriate for the activity and weather conditions.
• Clothing should cover all private parts and undergarments at all times.
• Shoes must be worn at all times.
• Clothing should not depict offensive symbols, violence, hate speech or profanity.
The rules of the Coyote Leader program are designed to ensure that everyone has a good time
and remains safe. If a Coyote Leader does not follow the above rules, they will be referred
immediately to the Outdoor School Director. The Director reserves the right to send a Coyote
Leader home at any time due to inappropriate behavior, including but not limited to:
1. Violent acts against staff or students
2. Theft or vandalism
3. Possession of prohibited items (especially weapon, illegal substances)
4. Leaving Outdoor School site (without prior arrangements with director)
5. Inappropriate sexual conduct (physical contact and verbal

Extended Field Trip – Student Health and Emergency Information
Authorization for Medication Administration
Parent/ Guardian: Please complete and sign this form. This is a required form in order for your student to
participate in the extended field trip. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or the school
administrator.
STUDENT & CONTACT INFORMATION
___________________________
Student name

__________________________
Date of birth

_______________________
Grade

___________________________
Teacher /School

__________________________
Field Trip

_______________________
Trip Dates

___________________________
Primary Contact (Legal Guardian)

__________________________
Primary Phone

_______________________
Relationship

___________________________
Secondary Contact (Legal Guardian)

__________________________
Primary Phone

_______________________
Relationship

Student’s address: _____________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contacts If Parent/Legal Guardian Cannot Be Reached:
___________________________
Emergency Contact #1

__________________________
Primary Phone

_______________________
Relationship

___________________________
Emergency Contact #2

__________________________
Primary Phone

_______________________
Relationship

HEALTH & MEDICAL INFORMATION
Allergies
_____ Food
_____ Medication
_____ Bee, insect bites or stings
_____ Poison oak
_____ Grass/ pollen
_____ Latex
_____ Other, ________________
_____ None

Provide specific information about allergen,
nature of allergic reaction, and treatment needed:

Significant Medical Conditions
_____ Asthma
_____ Severe Allergies
_____ Seizures
_____ Diabetes
_____ Bleeding Disorder
_____ Other, __________________________
_____ None

Provide specific information about medical condition
or other health concern, including treatment that may
be needed during field trip.

COMPLETE AND RETURN TO COYOTE OUTDOOR SCHOOL.
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Dietary Restrictions – Provide list any dietary restrictions:

_____ None

Activity Restrictions – Provide list any activity restrictions:

_____ None

Other Special Precautions and Pertinent Information/ Instructions – Please identify any other precautions,
health or safety concerns, or other pertinent information about your child, including any recent exposure to
infectious disease (chicken pox, pink eye, strep throat etc…) in the last two weeks:

_____ None
By signing this form, I authorize the exchange of health information about my child, as necessary, between
appropriate school personnel, the school nurse, an authorized service provider (such as a third party outdoor
school program provider), and/or my child’s health care provider in the interest of my child’s safety and wellbeing on the trip.
______________________________________ _____________________________
Parent Signature
Print Parent Name

_______________________
Date

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
Parent/ Guardian: If your child will or may need essential or emergency medication while on an extended field
trip, please complete page 3 (for each medication). Medication includes prescription and non-prescription (overthe-counter) medications. Students are not allowed to carry or self-administer their own medication except as
provided by district policy (i.e., students 15 and older can self-administer medication without parent permission,
high school students under 15 can self administer medication by checking box on next page).
FDA approved over-the-counter and prescription medications must be provided by the student’s parent or legal
guardian with instructions from the parent for over the counter medications included. If dosage for over the
counter medications differs from the dosage instructions on the bottle, please provide a doctor's note. Please
package any medication in its original factory or pharmacy-labeled container in a plastic zip bag with the
student's name on the outside. Do not mix medications. Each medication must be separately packaged in its
original container. For student safety, ALL medications will be kept and their use supervised by trained school
staff or registered nurse of an approved provider/ contractor.
Non-prescription sunscreen may be administered by school personnel without written authorization from parents.
If you have an objection to the administration of sunscreen, please note it on this form. Nonprescription
medications, including vitamins, supplements or herbal remedies not approved by the FDA may only be
dispensed to students if it is accompanied by a written order from the student’s prescriber that includes the name
of the student, name of the medication, dosage, method of administration, frequency of administration, and a
statement that the medication must be administered while the student is in school, any other special instructions,
and the signature of the prescriber.
SIGN AND RETURN TO COYOTE OUTDOOR SCHOOL.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION
BY SCHOOL PERSONNEL
Student’s Name______________________________________ Birthdate________________________________
School Name__________________________________________________ Grade________________________
I am giving school personnel permission to administer medications to my child per the following:
Parent to complete separate form for each medication and for each dosage or time change:
Medication: _______________________________
Medicina
Dose (how much):___________________________
Dosis
Frequency (how often): _____________________
Frequencia

_____ Non Prescription (sin receta)
_____Prescription (receta) Rx number___________
Exp Date:___________
_____Please allow my child to self-administer this
medication (high school students under age 15)

Route: (circle one)
By: Mouth Ear Eye Nose Skin
Boca oido ojo
nariz piel
Time: _____________________
Hora
Duration:
Start date____________ end date___________
Fechas para empezar y terminar
Reason for Medication: ________________________________________________________________________
La razon para la medicina
Special Instructions:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Health care provider’s name is:__________________________________________________ and phone is
____________________________________.

I am the parent or legal guardian of the student listed above, and I give permission for School Personnel to
administer the medication listed above to my child. This authorization is valid only for the duration of the abovenamed field trip. I also authorize School Personnel to exchange information, as necessary, between appropriate
school personnel, the school nurse, an authorized service provider (such as a third party outdoor school program
provider), and/or my child’s health care provider in the interest of my child’s safety and well-being on the trip. I
understand I am responsible to provide this medication in the most current pharmacy container with accurate
label or manufactured packaging and maintain the supply as needed. I understand I am responsible to notify
the school in writing of any changes.
Print Parent Name:

_____________________________________

Parent Signature:

_____________________________________

Date:

__________________________

ADMINISTRATOR APPROVAL*
(when necessary for self administration of medication, see district policy)
Administrator
Signature:__________________________________________________________Date:___________________________

COMPLETE ONE PAGE FOR EACH MEDICATION. RETURN TO COYOTE OUTDOOR SCHOOL.
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Coyote Outdoor School
Parent Permission & Liability Waiver
Parent/guardian permission: I hereby give permission for my child to participate in all activities operated by Whole
Earth Nature School, Inc. DBA Coyote Outdoor School, including field trips and bus transportation to activity sites
(collectively, “Activities”), unless otherwise noted. I understand that my child must follow the rules of Coyote
Outdoor School and the directions of the program staff, or my child may be removed from the program. In
consideration of my child/ward's participation in the programs, I hereby release, waive, indemnify and discharge
Whole Earth Nature School and all of its instructors, employees, officers, directors, agents, sponsors, and volunteers
from any and all liability to me, my child or ward and to all my legal representatives, assigns, heirs, and next of kin,
for damage and injury to my child or ward or to any person or property arising out of participation in the program,
and of future use of materials and other objects created during the program whether on Whole Earth Nature School
property or elsewhere. This agreement includes but is not limited to claims or demands on account of injury or
damage caused or allegedly caused by the negligence of Whole Earth Nature School or any of the individuals listed
above.
Medical and emergency authorization: I hereby give permission for staff at Outdoor School to administer medication
to my child/ward as indicated above. I understand that it is my responsibility to provide such medication(s), and that
all medication must be provided in the original pharmacy labeled containers. I release and waive any and all claims
that I now have or may hereafter have against Whole Earth Nature School and school district employees arising out of
the administration of or failure to administer the medication to the above student or any adverse reaction to such
medication. In the case of an emergency, I hereby request and authorize any physician, hospital or healthcare provider
to provide medical treatment promptly, whether or not I am contacted in advance. I am the Parent or Legal Guardian
of the above-named child, who is under the age of 18 years and who wants to participate in Whole Earth Nature
School programs.
Photo release: I give permission to Whole Earth Nature School and/or other partners to use photos and videos for
educational and for promotional purposes of my child participating in all program activities unless I have otherwise
noted below. I understand that as part of their educational experience, digital images of students may be linked to the
Coyote Outdoor School website.
Student assent: As a Coyote Leader, I understand that I must follow all the rules that will keep me safe and healthy.
For students 18 and older, parent permission is not necessary and by signing below you agree to the above liability
release and permission for medical care.
I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THE PROGRAM DETAILS, THE WAIVER AND RELEASE OF
ALL CLAIMS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE WHOLE EARTH NATURE SCHOOL PROGRAM.
If you have a religious/personal objection to medical treatment please check the appropriate boxes:
NO MEDICATION in any form.

OTHER: ____________________________

I understand and consent that in the event of a life threatening situation, my child or ward, regardless
of religious or personal convictions, will be administered life-sustaining first aid and medical care.

Printed Name of Student:

Date: _____

Signature of Student: 

.Date: _____

Signature of Parent or Guardian:

.Date: _____

.

SIGN AND RETURN TO COYOTE OUTDOOR SCHOOL.

School Permission Form (to miss school days)
High School Student’s Name:________________________________
Outdoor School Program Dates: ______________________________
Before endorsing a high school student to attend outdoor school, please read the following:
Coyote Outdoor School utilizes a model that incorporates trained high school students (Coyote Leaders) as educators,
mentors, and counselors for our Outdoor School. We expect high school volunteers to have shown responsibility, leadership
abilities, and motivation to be positive role models for younger students. Coyote Leaders serve in a number of roles during their
time at Coyote Outdoor School including supervising cabin groups during the day and overnight and assisting Coyote Outdoor
School staff in leading activities during field studies and campfire.
All students participating in this experience will work with a mentor at Outdoor School, receive community service
volunteer hours and some students receive school or college credit. Each person must obtain permission to miss school days
(with permission to make up the work) from teachers, counselors/administrators and parents. By signing this you agree that
this student is capable, mature and responsible enough to fulfill the expectations of mentoring youth at Outdoor School.
This is a unique leadership opportunity and learning experience for students. We recognize that what Coyote Leaders
do at Outdoor School is quite different than what they are assigned at school, but we encourage you, the teachers, administrators
and coaches, to develop a plan with students so they don't fall behind in classes and don't have an overwhelming amount of
work to make up upon their return to school. This will allow them to fully enjoy and participate in this leadership opportunity.

If you have any concerns about the student's ability to perform the duties as described,
contact us at 541-843-4695 or email at OutdoorSchool@WholeEarth.org.

*We understand every school’s schedule varies. Please provide signatures for
 ALL
 the classes you will miss.
SIGNATURES
Principal, Vice Principal or Counselor

_________________________________________

First Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Second Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Third Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Fourth Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Fifth Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Sixth Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Seventh Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Eighth Period Teacher

_________________________________________

Athletic Coach (if applicable)

_________________________________________

SIGN AND RETURN TO COYOTE OUTDOOR SCHOOL.

